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FEATHERSTONE AND PAVNE MURDERED: 


RAP BROIVN MISSING 
liberation News Service 

BEL AIR. Md- (LNSJ -- In the early morning 
hours of Tuesday, March 10, SNCC organizers Ralph 
Featherstone and U’llliam "Che*' Payne were blown up 
in their car^ The explosion happened two miles from 
the courthouse where SNCC Chairman H- Rap Brown 
was to go on trial for having made speeches which 
*'caused" the 1967 rebellion of Cambridge Mary- 
land's black community. Rap is being prosecuted for 
arson and not under the famous "Rap Brown Act." 
created especially to prevent black militants from 
travelling around the country making speeches, and 
recently used against the Conspiracy 8 defendants 
in Chicago. As of Friday evening. March 13, Rap 
Brown was still missing.. 

"We don't know if the brother is alive or dead," 
said a worried SNCC spokesman in New York, "There 
IS every reason to believe that Rap may have been 
in that car. The speculation in the Amsterdam News 
and the New York Post that Rap is safe and that his 
whereabouts are known are sheer fabrication — 
their source of information is the FBI." 

Before Payne's badly mangled body was identi- 
fied, there had been speculation that Rap might 
have been the second passenger in the exploded car, 
Bel Air police, worried about the reaction of black 
communities in Baltimore, Washington and around the 
country, almost immediately put forward to the 
press the idea that the two young black men must 
have blown themselves up in an inept attempt to blow 
up some police station or something. Maryland's 
governor Marvin Mandel put the National Guard on 
alert, and the prosecuting attorney in Rap’s case 
showed up at the site of the explosion to proclaim 
that the police theory seemed like a good one to him, 

"All those who have known Ralph Featherstone 
know that the brother would not have been carrying 
incendiary devices in his car " said a close friend 
and fellow worker of Feather stone ' s . A SNCC spokes 
man said, "Nobodv' uho knows Maryland and nobody in 
the black community believes they were carrying that 
bomb themselves, but that the> cere planted or 
thrown into the ear specif icallv tor tlio murder of 


Rap Brown." 

"The people who are spreading the story that 
they blew themselves up are trying to build a 
panic, a bomb scare, to crush all public opinion 
against the repression that they're building up," 
the SNCC spokesman continued, "They re laying 
tlie groundwork for revitalizing the MacCarran Act, 
for 'Operation Dragnet' to round up all dissidents." 

"You'd have to be a fool to ride to Rap Brown's 
trial in a well known movement car^ knowing you're 
being watched and followed, and carrying a bomb with 
you," another movement veteran remarked^ 

Black movement people in Maryland are convinced 
that Featherstone and Williams, who were in Mary^ 
land trying to prepare a safe entry for Brown into 
Bel Air; were killed by KKK or John Birch Society 
forces, both of which are active in the area, or 
by some of the more official right-wingers often 
closely associated with them, "It is significant 
to note that the car that was driven and destroyed 
had been used over the past five years throughout 
the black belt of the South," a movement leaflet 
here explains. "The car was well-known to state 
and federal authorities, Ralph and William's 
presence in Bel Air was almost certainly knowno 
A bomb must have been planted at some point during 
the night under the right front seat of the car«" 

Featherstone, a former SNCC National Programs 
Secretary; was 31 years old at the time of his death. 
He IS survived by his wife, Charlotte, to whom he was 
recently married, his parents^ three brothers and 
four sisters. Che Payne was 29 at the time of his 
death , 

Rap Brown’s trial has been suspended until 
Monday. March 16. 

* * ti 

RALPH FEATHERSTONE: A PERSONAL VIEW FROM THE SOUTH 
By Sue Thrasher 
LIBERATION News Service 

[Sue riirasher of Tennessee., now in Atlanta, 
worked with Ralph Featherstone in the radical move- 
ment in the South m the early 1960’s.] 

Cynthia called on Tuesday morning. "Feather- 
stone IS dead." It was like a trip back in time... 

64,. „ and down a back road in Mississippi, 
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Neshoba County, maybe. But it wasn't ‘63 or ‘64 
and It wasn t Mississippi, 

It was 1970, the beginning of a new decade, 
and it was a Maryland highway, 

1 suppose somewhere in the back of my mind, I 
had wanted to believe that the people who had made 
It through those early violent days of the civil 
rights movement had made it -- that there would be 
no more back-road deaths, no more shock waves going 
out to Forman s ’’Band of Brothers. Circle of Trust.*’ 
But Featherstone was dead And as the reality began 
to creep in. it somehow seemed much more cruel and 
more painful now, 

If Featherstone had been killed that hot sum 
mer night ir Philadelphia Miss., when he was shot 
at by a passing car, the country would have mourned 
the death of a civil rights worker. The northern 
newspapers would have written stories condemning 
the Mississippi racists.- and the good liberals would 
have sent more money. 

But Featherstone didn't die in Philadelphia, 
Miss. He died five years later in Maryland, For 
during the intervening five yearS; SNCC and Feather- 
stone had made it clear that they were not just 
fighting Mississippi’Style racism. The anti-draft, 
anti'War activities, trips to Vietnam, support of 
the Arab guerrillas, the Catfish cooperative in 
Westpoint, Miss,., the Center for Black Education 
and the Drum § Spear Bookstore in Washington, D,C , 
sign.'' .^le 1 the seriousness of the SNCC cadre of or- 
ganizers. (James Forman, Selma. 1965 ’’Knock the 
fucking legs out from undei the table if we can t 
eat at it "j 

America 1965 could accept and embrace the move- 
ment. Amerika 1970 cannot It has to repress and 
destroy 

The Maryland State Police acted like the Miss- 
issippi State Police, and the country reacted like 
Mississippi ”^rhe two men had been transporting 
explosives." The sinister and unspoken implication 
."to be used against white people " "They were 
stupid, and had mistakenly ignited tlie Jiarge them- 
selves.. " That was the first formulation and 
within tw'o days it was the final formulation ac 
cepted by the pubiiz 


HorscsliiL fbe history of Featherstone s m 
volvement makes such a formulation ridiculous, 
the Mississippi summer project 1964^ he coordina 
the education program of COFO (Council of Federated 
Organizations J -- the freedom schools -- black his 
tory being taught in hundreds of black churches ac 
ross the state As program director of SNCC, he 
put together an anti -draft: anti -war program. Last 
year lie had helped organize a Catfish growing cooper- 
ative in Westpoint Miss and when he died he was 
managing the Drum 5 Spear Bookstore in Washington; 

D C. 

His actions always stemmed from a deep commit- 
ment to the black community -- always related to 
directly servicing and educationing that community^ 
deeply rooted in that community 

But no matter. There is really no reason to 
refute the official theory on the basis of whether 
Featherstone and Payne were or were not carrying ex- 
plosives in their car The real evidence lies in 
the rest of the country and its unofficial policy 
of genocide against the black community. 

Panthers are shot down by Chicago policemen^ 

A major network news program shows films which 
proves conclusively that they were murdered. No 
charges are brought against the policemen^ and the 
Coroaei’s Jury rules that the policemen acted in 
self-defense „ 

Bobby Seale's constitutional rights are blat- 
antly denied in the Chicago conspiracy trial and 
he IS sentenced to four years for contempt for 
attempting to legally defend himself. Rap Brown 
IS brought to trial in Maryland for inciting a not *- 
after tlie Kerner Commission has found that the not 
started as a result of police shooting at Brown. 

And on and on and on. 

The reality we live in is political repression. 

It 15 coming down the hardest on the black community, 
to a slightly lesser degree on the radical student 
left (witness the invidious and simplistic "linkage" 
between the bombings in New York]. The authorities 
in Maryland, or nationally for that matter, are not 
interested in tifiding out wlio is responsible for the 
death of Ralph Featherstone and William Payne. It is 
too easy to exploit their deaths in such a way as to 
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I 

make further repression even easier -■ to make sure 

I 

, that Rap Brown gets the maximum sentence, to make 
sure that Tom, Rennie, Dave Abbie and Jerry go to 
jail for years, to make sure that Bobbv Seale will 

I 

not go free to continue organizing the Panthers, 
to try to make sure that the left in this country 
IS intimidated and destroyed,, 

'30- 

[Ralph Featherstone's family requests that people 
to express their condolences, send contributions to 
^ Center for Black Education 1435 Fairmont NW. 

^ Washington, D,C. Don t send flowers, 

See picture of Ralph Featherstone on graphics page 
P-1, 

»t*l^-*****7tlltX*A«**J»'*j^#i«:****#r*»*,, "Jr?. *Afjc-*******;^**** 

BLACK LEGISLATORS ASK SOLEDAD INQUIRY 
LIBERATION News Service 

SACRAMENTO, Calif, (LNSj - Three black legis- 
lators have called for a private citizens' or legis- 
latois' investigation of the slaying of three black 
prisoners at Soiedad State Prison. The three men 
were shot by a white guard, vvho said he fired his 
gun in order to break up a “dangerous fight" in a 
prison yard. 

Three days after the shooting another white 
guards John V. Mills, was beaten to death. IVhile 
the Monterey County Grand Jury ruled "justifiable 
homicide" in the death of the three black prisoners, 
indictments for murder were handed down against 
three other black prisoners in connection with Mills 
death. 

Defense attorneys for the black prisoners 
include Fay Stender. one of the lawyers in the Huey 
P, Newton case but a court order prohibits her and 
other attorneys from making comments to the press 
about the political nature of the case and the 
racism of the prosecution , 

• 30- 

+ •♦■ + 4+ ^ ♦■^44 + 't44't4T»’t-»* + 4t + + ♦+ ^ ^ ^ ^ ,, «, ^ ^ ^4 + + 44 ♦-f + 

KOREAN REBEL SOLDIER FIGHTS EXTRADITION 
LIBERATION News Service 

T0K\0 [LNSJ - Chong Hun Sang a voung soldier 
who quit the South Korean puppet armv and fled to 
Japan in the hopes of reaching North Korea is be 
ng threatened with deportation from Japan to 


South Korea. If he is deported> he faces severe 
punishment at the hands of the dictatorship of 
U,S.. occupied South Korea., 

Chong Hun Sang’s defense attorney has argued 
before a Japanese court that it can hardly be con 
sidered a crime for the young man to want to go to 
North Korea where his parents live and where he 
will not be forced to serve in a puppet army- 

The Japanese say that the Korean GI violated 
an "immigration control act." 

- 30- 
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THREE NEW YORK CORPORATION OFFICES BOMBED 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK [LNSJ ■ Three bombs exploded in the 
early morning hours of Thursday, March 12^ shatter- 
ing walls, windows and plumbing in the New York 
offices of IBM. Socony Mobil and Sylvania Electric 
Products,, No one was injured -- an anonymous phone 
call was made to police headquarters 34 minutes 
before the explosions warning them to clear the 
buildings., Police described the damage as "exten- 
sive.," In a note sent to United Press International, 
a group called Revolutionary Force 9 took credit for 
the bomb mgs „ 

Reports in the mass media continued to whip up 
hysteria about these latest bombings and about 
earlier bombings, and about the people who the 
police "suspect" of having done them^ One New York 
paper ran the headline, "Police Tie Bombs To SDS 
Plot„'‘ Another blared^ "Terrorists Are Growing 
Peril Here." 

Sanford Garelik New York City Council Pres 
ident and former chief police inspector announced 
that same day that the Black Panthers and the Young 
Lords as well as Weatherman SDS were the groups 
responsible for making New York into a "battleground 
of armed terrorists.." 

Ihe police accusations neatly fit the prosec- 
ution already in progress of 21 New York Black 
Pantheis, charged with conspiring to blow up depart- 
ment stores and other public places No evidence 
has been produced to link the Panthers to any actu"' 
Injmb 1 ngs . 

Ihis Kas the first time the Young Lords had 
be c n g s s Q ^ 1 g t L d w j. t h y of the bombings in any wav. 
('■^241j Marcli 14 19 70 
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Yoruba, minister of information of the Young Lords, 
said that the organization had no weapons, but 
that, "The only way to achieve liberation is by 
picking up guns -- and we're moving our people in 
that direction." 

* * * 

EoZZob^ing is the text of a Zettei* xeoeived by 
United Press International from RevoZutionary Force 
9: 

IBMy Mobile and GTE are enemies o£ all life. 

In 1969 IBM made $250 million, Mobile $150 million 
and GTE $140 million for US "defense*' contracts 
profits made from the suffering and deaths of human 
beings. All three profit not only from death in 
Vietnam but also from Amerikan imperialism in all 
of the Third World. They profit from racist oppres- 
sion of black, Puerto-Rican and other minority co- 
lonies outside Amerika, from the suffering and death 
of men in the Amerika army, from sexism, from the 
exploitation and degradation of employes forced into 
lives of anti-human work, from the pollution and 
destruction of our environment. 

To numb Amerika to the horrors they inflict on 
humanity, these corporations seek to enslave us to 
a way of "life** which values conspicuous consumption 
mbre than the relief of poverty, disease and star- 
vation, which values giant cars as status symbols 
more than the purity of our air (so Mobile can make 
$$$ thru gas sales) , 

This ways of **life" sucks up 60% of the world's 
resources — for 16% of the planet population 
and then wastes them in compulsive consumerism and 
planned obsolescence (so IBM can make $$$ off new 
model computers), distributes millions of TV sets 
(Sylvania's included), all the better to put lies 
into our heads and convince us to buy, buy, buy, 
and then offers only work helping to produce the 
goods that bring slow death at home or genocide 
abroad (or in the USA) . 

This way of ^’life" is a way of deaths To 

work for the industries of death is to murder. To 

know the torments Amerika inflicts on the Third 
World, but not to sympathize and identify, is to 
deny our own humanity. It is to deny our right to 

love -- and not to love is to die. We refuse. In 

death-directed Amerika there is only one way to a 


life of love and freedom; to attack and destroy the 
forces of death and exploitation and to build a just 
society -- revolution. 

Revolutionary Force 9 

- 30 - 
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PRIESTS CONDEMN CHURCH SUPPORT OF APARTHEID 
LIBERATION News Service 

PRETORIA, South Africa (LNS) -- Five African 
priests recently criticized the Roman Catholic 
Church in South Africa for supporting apartheid. 

"The Roman Catholics pretend to condemn apartheid 
and yet, in practice, they cherish it. The Church 
practised segregation in her seminaries, convents, 
hospitals, schools , monasteries , associations , and 
churches long before the present Government legis- 
lated against social integration," the statement 
of the five priests said. 

The Catholic Archbishop of Pretoria, the Most 
Rev. J.C. Gamer, offered no comment on the state- 
ment. 

For a 50-page booklet entitled "Apartheid in 
Practice," which outlines examples of what apartheid 
means to the lives of non-whites in South Africa, 
write to the Unit on Apartheid, United Nations, 

N.Y. 10017. 

-30- 

+++■ 1 "+ ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++-»-++ +++++++++ +++++ 
STRIKES AND INFLATION ON THE RISE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) — The Labor Department 
announced recently that there were more man-days 
lost through strikes in January 1970 than in any 
month since 1946. About 233,000 workers were on 
strike for a total of 3.7 million man-days of idle- 
ness . 

At the same time, inflation continued to eat 
into the wages of those who were working. The 
average worker with three dependents was worse 
off than he was a decade ago. His take-home pay 
figures in 1967-69 was only $77.78 -- actually I3i 
less than in 1957-59. 

-30- 
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THE "BATTLE" FOR THE PLAIN OF JARS 


By Jon Kiener 
LIBERATION News Service 

LOS ANGELES. California i^LNSJ - The climactic 
battle for the Plain of Jaxs occurTCtl around Feb. 20 
at the Xieng Khouang airstrip 100 miles north of 
Vientiane. Laos. The initial reports were that 6,000 
Pathet Lao troops overran 1 ^ 500 defenders after a fur- 
lous battle. But a reporter for the Los Angeles Tiroes 
writing from Vientiane suggests that perhaps there 
was no battle at aii, that when the American advisors 
were evacuated, the Royal Lao units either fled or 
j)Oined the Pathet Lao (Laos' liberation forces.) 

Jack Foisie, writing in the Tiroes on Febo 23, 
said that Aroerican officials now believe the attack- 
ing force was 400„ rather than 6,000. Trying to ex- 
plain how the 400 Pathet Lao could defeat 1,500 Royal 
Lao troops, officials disclosed the following infor- 
mation: first; the Royal Lao officers had inflated 
their strength. At least one battalion o:^ficer col- 
lected salaries for 400 men when, in fact, the bat- 
talion had only nine men present, 

VVhile the last radio transmission from the air- 
field was a heroic *'we are being overrun,':' American 
advisors now believe "there was very little close- 
in action/' and "most of the government troops left 
in a hurry in widely dispersed groups/' Foisie report- 
ed An American hospital 20 miles away was prepared 
to receive the wounded of the 1500 "defenders", but 
not a single wounded Royal Lao soldier showed up. At 
the same time top Royal Lao commanders report that 
"a third" of the airfield defenders are missings 
in the absence of reports of he-avy fighting or fatal 
casualties^ the only possible conclusion is that 
they deserted- - peihaps to the Pathet Lao, 

American officials don't really know what hap- 
pened at the airbase, because American policy is to 
"withdraw'' advisors from Laotian units when they be- 
come heavily threatened." The object is to prevent 
American "accidental" losses in ground fighting in 
Laos and thus attempt to conceal the growing Amer- 
ican military presence there,. 

But; while this policy mav keep the number of 
American ground casualties down to a minimum^ it also 

results in defeats like the Ro>al Lao forces suffered 
Page S LIBERATION 


on the Plain of Jars, If the reports of the Ti^es 
arc correct, when American "advisors" pull out, 
the Royal Lao forces stop fighting and either flee 
or desert to the Pathet Lao. 

It looks as if Nixon and the Pcr/agon are going 
to need a plan for "Laosization" to supplement the 
"Vietnamization" going on across Laos" border to the 
east. 

]]]]]]] ]]]]]]]]]]]]]] ]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]] ]]]]]]] 

INDIANS INVADE FORT LAWTON: 

WANT TO "RECLAIM" IT AS INDIAN SCHOOL 

TACOMA, Washington (LNS)-. The "United American 
Indian Fort Lawton Occupational Force", a group of 
160 American Indians (men, women and children) climb- 
ed over fences, scaled a high bluff and set up a 
teepee on a part of Fort Lawton, an auxiliary fort 
of Fort Lewis in Tacoma, Washington. The Indians 
read a proclamation declaring that "In the name of 
all Indians, we reclaim this land for all Indian 
tribes." 

They are demanding that Fort Lawton, which the 
Army intends to make surplus, be given to them to 
build an Indian university and cultural center. 

The Fort Lewis brass called out the 392nd 
Military Police Company to drive the invaders off, 
eventually arresting 85 of them. At least eight 
of the arrested Indians were beaten and clubbed by 
MPs while they were in a cell at the Fort Lawton 
stockade. The Army held seventy ef the demonstrators 
at the post stockade for a few hours, charging them 
with illegal entry, while other members of the 
group sang songs and beat drums at the main gate. 

All members of the occupational force, which 
included actress Jane Fonda, were given letters ex- 
pelling them from Fort Lawton and Fort Lewis. Tlie 
letter declared them] liable for federal charges if 
they entered either of the forts again, 

--30-- 
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"Today the locust fights the elephant,, 
but tomorrow the elephant will be 
disemboweled." 

Ho Chi Minh 
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MISSISSIPPI VALLPY STATE COLLEGE. 

test case for the government and the black south 

ITTA BENA, Miss. [LNSJ On Feb. 10, a hand- 
picked posse of 58 black policemen arrested 894 
black student demonstrators at Mississippi Val- 
ley State College (MVSCJ and herded them into 
buses bound for the state penitentiary at Parch- 
mano 

It was the largest mass arrest of students 
in the nation’s history^ It was also the first 
bust ever pulled off with the advice and as- 
sistance of the U.S. Department of Justice, 

Yet the incident went largely unnoticed. 

It went unnoticed for a lot of reasons, most of 
them bad. It went lannoticed because the demands 
of the student body did not appear on the sur- 
face to have much radical content, because few 
people recognized the significance of the fed- 
eral government intervention j because MVSC is a 
small black college in the south rather than one 
of the well known elite universities. 

In other words, the government knew what it 
was doing, knew that MVSC was a good place to 
try out their new apparatus without a lot of 
adverse publicity, and knew the importance of a 
student struggle that student activists in other 
places could shrug off as reformist or liberal. 

Five days before the mass bust, the entire 
student body of MVSC had gone out on strike to 
enforce a list of 30 demands presented to the 
administration more than a month before. The de- 
mands ranged from elimination of dress regula- 
tions to improvement of the faculty — as a whole 
they struck at the very core of the educational 
system of which MVSC is a prime example — sep- 
arate and unequal education. 

As in all black, state- supported colleges 
in the South, the main duty of the administra- 
tion is, to paraphrase Ralph Ellison, *'to keep 
the niggers runnings " Or at least quiet and out 
of sight. 

That, of course, rules out any real educa- 
tion, because everyone knows that an educated 
man is dangerous, particularly if he is black 
and lives in Mississippi. 

Naturally, MVSC has no programs involving 
students in efforts for change within the black 


community. Such programs, if effective, would 
bring a strong reaction from the local powers 
that-be, and their displeasure would quickly be 
communicated to the legislature. Moreover, stu- 
dents would have the experience of growing in- 
tellectually while simultaneously working for 
the welfare of their people and maintaining their 
ties with the community^ That would run counter 
to the primary lesson black colleges are designed 
to teach: "making it" is incompatible with social 
responsibility. You make it on your own, by leav- 
ing your people behindo 

Every effort is made to isolate the student 
from his background and his environments Students 
are taught to dress "well," to speak "properly," 
and to appreciate "culture" so that they will be 
strangers when they return to the shacks and 
streets from which they came. 

Courses emphasize theory over practice -- 
the arid and academic over the vital and practi- 
cal. One learns about the American two-party 
system rather than political reality in the one- 
party south. One analyzes the blood relationships 
of medieval royalty^ not of the families that 
control LeFlore Coianty. One learns about taxation 
without representation in the Thirteen Colonies 
in 1776, not in Mississippi in 1970. 

First-class living conditions on a campus 
not only cost money, but they might also give 
students first-class ideas about themselves. A 
shoddiness around the edges pervades the MVSC 
campus. Building maintenance is slipshod. Class- 
room windows don’t close. Laundry facilities are 
inadequate. Stalls in the restrooms have no doors; 
showers have no curtains. There are only two 
telephones in each dorm -- one pay phone and one 
extension. Landscaping is minimal, and inadequate 
drainage turns lawns into swamps when the rains 
come. Second-class facilities for second-class 
citizens. 

Student demands for improvement of the phy- 
sical plant, for extension of dormitory visiting 
and curfew hours for young women and abolition of 
rules regulating dress may sound frivolous to 
the initiated, but they strike at the heart of 
the system of indoctrination. 
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And nobody knows this better than the ad- 
rrunistration of the school. So when the situa- 
tion started to pet out of hand they turned for 
heip to the biggest powers around, the federal 
government, They turned to the Justice Department", 
Streets Act of 1968 and empowered by Presi- 
dent Nixon to give "technical assistance" in local 
- tss ion of ''campus disorders " 

LLaa officials in Atlanta and Ivashington came 
up .Mrh the idea of using black policemen to pull 
oir a quiet bust and scoured the state of Missi- 
to come up with the 58 cops who did the 
ob , 

\\hen It was all over, officials invol^/ed 
rhe bust at the local state and national 
it,vel£ were very pleased with themselves. Smug 
^tatementi were issued from offices in Mississi- 
ppi* Atlanta and Washington, while over one 
inj.ro of Mt^SC's 2500 students were getting 
baxiCvl out. And the administration of MVSC an- 
nounced a policy of ''selective admissions'* to weed 
cut the more active students from the campus- 
But this last tactic may not work. Last 
year, following a sit^-in in the college gym 196 
students were summarily expelled and bussed to 
Jackson, \vithout a hearing. Without even time to 
get their toothbrushes. But the students didn't 
stay home Many of them returned to the campus, 
Protest and demonstrations continued, And the 
expelled students were eventually readmitted 
unde r co ui t order,, 

-30- 

[Editor's note: most of this article was lifted 
.^^tiavght out of the Great Speckled Bird with the 
addition of information about Justice Department 
iiivoi .'ement People interested in the question 
of black education in the south should get hold 
of the original Bird 5tor> by Thomas Wirth which 
IS wei i -written, interesting and more compie- 
hens)we If you don t have an exchange copv ^ 
write to; Atlanta Cooperative Media Project 
10 Box 54495, Atlanta Ga 30308,] 

AHEM. 

'he oppose the continuation in Africa of systems 
ha-ed on racial discrimination We do this be- 
cause of our own heritage and our moral princi- 
ple^ and our belief in the dignitj of man " 

• ^ec State Rogers in Ethiopia: Peb 1970 
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ABORTION REPEAL MOMENTUM GROWS 
NEW YORK (LNS) -- Hawaii: 49th state of the 
union, came in first in the uphill battle to repeal 
antiquated abortion laws in this country. An abor-- 
tion in [lawaii today is strictly a matter between 
a woman and her physician^ The only '’legal" re 
quirement is that she be a resident of Hawaii for 
90 days, It is considered unsafe to undergo abor- 
tion after the third month, so Hawaii will not be 
beseiged by women seeking legal abortions there^ 
Tliere are indications that other states 
may soon follow Hawaii ^'s lead in adopting laws 
that make abortions a medical rather than a legal 
matter, 

In Wisconsin recently- a three-judge Federal 
panel ruled that state's abortion law unconsti 
tutional, making abortion early in pregnancy un- 
restricted if Wisconsin doctors and hospitals 
choose to take advantage of what is probably a 
temporary state of abeyance* 

In Washington, D,C* a similar ruling has not 
resulted., apparently,, in any changes in medical 
handling of abortions. The problem seems to be 
the extreme conservatism of the medical profes- 
Sion - 

Suits against the unconstitutionality of 
abortion laws are pending in New York and New 
Jersey^ while 13 state legislatures now have 
before them bills similar to Hawaii'So 

A bill even more liberal^, in that it contains 
no residency requirement, was passed recently in 
the Arizona House and sent to the Senate. 

Albert Blumenthal. one New York Assemblyman 
who supports abortion repeal cautions that 
'the public IS misled if it thinks the passage 
of repeal laws will result in a revolution in 
tiie abortion situation.... A substantial portion 
of the medical profession will be unwilling to 
participate in any way different from what they're 
now doing, ' How long doctors can refuse to coop- 
erate with new abortion laws is questionable. The 
growing consciousness of American women may prove 
to be a persuasive force ' in^ countering the con- 
servatii/ism that denies them control over their 
own bodies 

-30- 

[A demonstration against NY State abortion laws^ 
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M S'" Abortion Laws, 

will be heid in New Vork City March 28. Demin- 

I r arifsi ”r “'‘i 

12 noon„ For more mfo. call 254-4488. 

*•"•*.-....**,**,**.****;** 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY DEMONSTRATIONS 
ROUND THE COUNTRY 

^ Note: LNS received accounts of several 
emons trations b While they occured in many 


cell. 

IVe walked past Massachusetts General Hospital, 
dominant health institution in the state, and home 
of a prominent gynecologist who talks about "wo- 
men's animal drive to have children" and who recent- 
ly told medical students that he felt "no more re- 
sponsibility to the 148 women to whom he denied 


cities around the country, these seem to have been abortions each month than he did to the Vietnam- 
the best-attendedO 


BOSTONIANS RALLY ROUND 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 
by Bread 5 Roses 

BOSTON (LNS) -- Armed with banners, posters, 
streamers, aprons, and hats, 500 women marched on 
a women's freedom trail through historic Boston, 
celebrating our Declaration of Independence. The 
march, commemorating International Women's Day, 
was sponsored by Bread and Roses, a socialist 
women ' s organization . 

It was a colorful parade, with little child- 
ren marching too. The group sang and chanted the 
whole way, "Rape is not a party. Better learn 
karate." One Bread and Roses women's collective 
brought pots and spoons to bang with, following 
a precedent set by miners' wives in earlier 
struggles. "Mine eyes have seen the glory of the 
flame of women's rage," we sang. 

Here and there along the march route, 
stickers were left -- on trunks of cars who 
honked at us, on the windows of drug stores, with 
Revlon and cunt deoderant staring us in the face. 
Our stickers read "Beauty is not in the eyes of 
the beholder," "We are fighting for our image, 
we won't buy theirs," "Women Unite," and "Power 
to the Sisters . " 

This freedom trail was our list of "abuses", 
the word used in the original Declaration of In- 
dependence, Women marched past the Massachusetts 
State House were 236 men and 4 women now debate 
about abortion bills. We paraded down "hip" 
Charles Street, where boutiques try to make us 
into "groovy chicks." We stopped at the Charles 
Street jail, where Bill Baird is serving three 
months for giving contraceptives to an un- 
married woman. The women prisoners had been re- 
moved the night before because one woman had un- 

expla i n e dly burned herself to death in her padded 
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ese being killed in Vietnam." 

Our march ended at Faneiul Hall, historic 
building of the American revolution and meeting 
place for earlier women's rights groups. 

At Faneuil Hall, we read our new Declaration 
of Independence. We demanded economic equality, 
free medical care, including abortion and birth 
control, an end to degrading images of women in 
schools, media, advertisements, and entertainment, 
and free, community- control led child-care centers. 

An 85 year old sister, who attended a woman's rights 
convention with her mother in 1892, recounted to 
us the history of some of our struggles. 

Then we sang "Move on over, or we'll move on 
over you," to the tune of Battle Hymn of the Re- 
public. "For women's time has come." 

And in the evening we talked to our sisters 
over the air on a special program, broadcast from 
WBCN, a local "hip revolutionary" rock station. 

The program was demanded and won by Bread and Roses 
women after WBCN ran an announcement that said 
"And if you're a chick, they need typists." 

Women unite I 


***** 


BATTLE HYMN OF WOMEN 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the flame of 
women's rage, /Kept smoldering for centuries, now 
burning in this age, /We no longer will be prison- 
ers in that same old gilded cage, /That's why we're 
marching on. 

CHORUS: Move on over or we'll move on over you, /Move 
on over or we'll move on over you, Move on over or 
we'll move on over you. That's why we're marching on. 

You have told us to speak softly, to be gentle, and 
to smile , /Expected us to change our selves with 
every passing style, /Said the only work for women 
was to clean and type and file. That's why we're 
marching on. CHORUS 

It is we who've done your cooking, done your clean- 
ing, kept your rules, /We gave birth to your child- 
ren and we taught them in your schools, /We 've kept 
this system running but we're laying down our tools,/ 
LIBERATION News Service (#241) March 14, 1970 " moreTI 


For we are marching on. CHORUS 


You think that you can buy us off with golden 
wedding rings, /You never pay us half the pro- 
fit that our labor brings ;/Our anger eats into us, 
we*ll no longer bend to kings ; /That * s why we're 
marching on . CHORUS 

We have broken through our shackles; now we sing 
a b at t 1 e - s ong/We march for liberation and we're 
many thousand strong,/ Ke'll build a new society, 
we ve waited much too long, /Now we are marching 
on. CHORUS 

-30- --Meredith Tax, Bread ^ Roses 

BAY ARHA IVOMFN DO INTHR.NATIONAI. cOACN’S DAY 

SA.N FRA.NCISCO, Calif. (LNSJ -- Bay Area 
Women's Liberation groups organized a two-day 
program celebrating International Women's Day, 

March 7 and 8, The celebration included work- 
shops, rallies, marches and leafletting in shop- 
ping areas . 

On Saturday, 300 women marched through 
Oakland, handing out leaflets and rapping to wo- 
men shoppers about job discrimination, abortion 
laws, and welfare rights. In Berkeley, 200 wo- 
men marched through the main shopping district 
and later joined a San Francisco rally. 

At the Glide Memorial Church, women partici- 
pated in a two-day program of workshops organized 
by San Francisco Women's Liberation groups. There 
were discussions of "women and sexuality," wel- 
fare rights and job discrimination. In the work- 
shop on job discrimination, the women arrived at 
a set of demands including maternity and patern- 
ity leave, equal pay for equal work, job ro- 
tation for more meaningful work, and free child 
care . 

In the Mission District of San Francisco, 
home for most of the Bay Area's Chicano popula- 
tion, a celebration was held in which women 
speakers from the Black Panther Party and Los Siete 
de la Raza, a '/Hrio group, spoke about the re- 
lationship of women's oppression and the oppression 
of third world people here in /Xjnerica and in the 
rest of the world. 

-30- 
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i'O THL TUNP; OF "GOOD NIGHT LADIF.S" 

Come march, ladies; come march, ladies; come 
maren ladies, join in your s i s tors ' fight ! " 


[See p. 19 for just-received Atlanta coverage!] 

IWD ROUND UP 

Guardian/LNS 

Washington, D.G . -- Virtually all women's libera- 
tion groups have been working on a newspaper get- 
ting off the ground here. [The paper: Off our Backs, 
2318 Asmead PI. N.W. Washington D.C. 20009.] They 
also conducted their own hearings on the Pill on 
March 7, in response to recent Senate investiga- 
tions. A speech was given at George Washington 
University that evening on the possible future di- 
rections of the women's movement. 

Long Beach, Calif .-- During the week a conference on 
women at Long Beach State College was held, and 
"Salt of the Earth," a film about a mine strike in 
New Mexico in which women played the major role, 
was shown . 

Los Angeles --Qn March 6, the Socialist Worker's 
party observed the 100th anniversary of the birth- 
day of Rosa Luxemburg, a German socialist murdered 
in 1919. The observance was in conjunction with 
International Women's Day. 

On March 8, a joint conference of all women's 
groups in L.A. was held at L.A City College. Among 
the groups sponsoring the workshop were NOW, Wo- 
men's Liberation 1; UCLA WL; Haymarket WL; River- 
side WL Front; the Women's Center and the UCLA Law 
Collective Women's Caucus. Later, at the Haymarket, 
a movement center in L.A., a multi-media presenta- 
tion was held called "Women, the longest revolu- 
tion . " 

Chicago -- Demonstrations, meetings, teach-ins, 
film showings and leafletting projects for a week 
beginning on Initernat ional Women's Day, were pri- 
marily aimed toward building a massive demonstra- 
tion March 14 against an American Medical Associa- 
tion conference. Demands will center around the 
pill, free abortions and free medical clinics. 
Lakeview, 111. -- On the 8th, women saw "Salt of 
the Earth." On Chicago's Southside, the South Side 
Center Group and WRAP (Women's Radical Action Pro- 
jeetj put on a skit called "Everywoman , " about wo- 
men's history in every land. At the Chicago Lawn 
Presbyterian church a play, "Sweet 16 and Saggy 36" 
was put on. A continuous film showing from 2 to 10 
p.m. at the Church of the Three Crosses included 
’Ten Days that Shook the World," and "Potemkin." 
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A teach-in was held at Northwestern University 
in Evanston, 111. 

P c Kalb, 111 . -- A teach-in included films and 
speeches on consumerism, the family? abortion, 
and women in history. 

Detroit -- A conference on abortions was held at 
U'ayne State University on March 7. It was called 
by MORAL, Michigan Organization to Repeal All 
■ ^'Vlion Laws. 

Hous rpy;,.: .. forum was held on March 8 at 

the Episcopalian Student Center at Rice Univ., 
at which speakers talked about women in the move- 
ment, in the black community, in the Chicano com- 
munity, on welfare, as professional workers, and 
as residents of Houston. Women from Space City 
News, a free press paper, spoke on women and sex. 

-30- 

[For information on the New York women's demon- 
stration, check LNS packet #240 which also con- 
tains living graphics of American women in action.] 

"CRAZY MINA" GUERILLAS 
HIT HOLLAND 

AMSTERDAM (LNS) -- "Crazy Mina" guerilla bands 
have begun wliistling down Dutch men on street 
corners and falling into step behind them to dis- 
cuss their good and bad points aloud, according 
to a UPI report . 

The Crazy Minas are a group of about 30 radi- 
cal women who take their name from Vilhelmina 
Drucker, a famous Dutch suffragist. They launched 
their struggle in January by burning down a 
public bathroom near a statue of Vilhelmina. 

The Minas taped shut the doors of public 
men's rooms or placed out of order signs on them, 
dramatizing their grievance that there are no 
public bathrooms for women in the city of Amster- 
dam . 

Other Minas kidnapped young men, driving 
them outside the city for "special treatment." 

UP L claims that none of the men so kidnapped would 
disclose to newsmen what this treatment was. 

Recently, when the women were kept from 
r'UMr. '. a beauty contest by bouncers at the door, 
they grabbed Dutcii film director Pim do la Parra 
outside the building and hustled him off in a car, 


and, instead of judging women, he spent the evening 
listening at a nearby night club to the Crazy 
Minas' discussion of male privilege. 

-30- 

[Thanks for this info to the Ontarion, who ran the 
UPI report.] 

****************** 

WORKING WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 

BOSTON (LNS) -- A conference for working women 
is being planned for late April by Bread 5 Roses, 
for any woman in the Boston area who is a wage 
earner or non-professional worker. 

The conference will encourage women to discuss 
their treatment as workers, and the origins and 
effects of this treatment. Women will be able to 
share their experiences and explore the ways in which 
the ideas about the woman's role have affected 
their lives. Child care and places to stay will be 
provided . 

Leaflets with more specific information are 
available at the Bread and Roses office, 595 Mass- 
achusetts Ave., Cambridge, Mass. 02139. Phone 
(617)492-4130. 

-30- 

************************************************** 
"FREEDOM SEDER": 

JEWS ARISE § FIGHT! ! 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Plans are being made by the 
National Jewish Organizing Project, a radical Jew- 
ish organization, for a "Jewish Woodstock," in the 
form of a "Freedom Seder," on Sunday, April 19, at 
3 p.m. in Battery Park. 

The group has called for an exodus through 
the New York desert, "in the face of the Amerikan 
Pharoahs." They will use the "Freedom Seder, 
a New Hagaddah for Passover" by Arthur Waskow. 

The Seder will last into the night, and will 
include a late-hour teach-in. A demonstration the 
next morning will meet on the steps of the Chase 
Manhattan Bank, home of a chief Amerikan Phar^^oh^ 
Rockefeller and his Empire. 

To purchase Freedom llagaddahs ($1.50, 10 for 
$10), and for more information, contact: 

Freedom Seder, 217 Thompson St. #27, 

New York, NY 10012 (212)475-8294, or 

NJOP, PQ Box 19102, Washington, D.C. 

20056. 
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THE GUNFIGMT AT CREDIBILITY GAP 
LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- President Nixon 
has surpassed the audacity of his "State of the 
World" message. In a statement issued from his 
Key Biscayne home last Saturday, Nixon asserted 
that "no American stationed in Laos has ever 
been killed in ground combat operations." The 
report did confirm that there has been some air 
activity over Loas. The White House admitted 
to "under 400 deaths" and about 200 men listed 
as missing or captured as a result of air oper- 
ations over Laos. But Nixon gave no clue to the 
extent of the six year old UC, counterinsurgency 
program in Laos. 

It wasn’t until Don A Schanche of the Los 
Angeles Times broke the story of the death of 
Capt, Joseph Bush, American advisor to Royal 
Laotian troops, that the administration was 
embarassed into conceding his death and the 
deaths of at least 26 other American "civilians" 
stationed in Laos. 

While Gerald L, Warren, deputy Presidential 
press secretary, insisted doggedly that Bush 
was "not engaged in combat operations," free- 
lance writer Schanche, who has spent much of his 
time reporting in Laos, claimed that Bush was 
killed in "ground combat" while helping "to 
coordinate ground action involving Thai artillery, 
American air power, and Meo infantrymen against 
a Communist force that was dug in on a road a 
few miles east of Muong Soui " Press Secretary 
Warren was forced into pathetic semantic cover- 
ups in order to save face for the President. He 
insisted that Bush’s death in February of 1969 
was not a combat death because it occurred 10 
miles behind "a line of combat." Bush died 
therefore in "hostile action" not "combat." 

Since the 25 civilians and one dependent 
listed as dead or missing were recorded as 
victims of "hostile action," President Nixon, 
who was aware of the casualties at the time of 
his first announcement, did not feel obliged to 
report them as attributable to "ground combat 
operations " The White House has since upped 
the number of deaths to "under fifty " 


Until last Sunday, all statistics on American 
deaths and casualties in Laos had been kept secret 
and had been assimilated into the Vietnam totals. 

Under pressure from liberals, chief White House 
press secretary Ronald L. Ziegler has announced the 
new administration policy of • reporting Laotian 
deaths separate from those in Vietnam which "clearly 
shows the intent of the President to inform the Ameri- 
can people of the scope of US. involvement in Laos 
and his intention to keep the American people fully 
informed . " 

The Pathet Lao and other Laotian nationalists 
have been complaining about the extensive US. involve- 
ment in Laotian affairs for some time. In fact, they 
cite it as a major cause for the breakdown of the 
coalition government established under the Geneva 
Accords in 1962- The total withdrawal of all foreign 
military involvement had been the central clause of 
the accords. The U.S. never complied with this 
clause. Now, suddenly, Senate Democrats and other 
liberals are waking up to the truth of what these 
Laotians have been saying all along. And they aren't 
buying the sudden candor of the Nixon government this 
time around. 

Senator Stuart Symington, responding to the 
pressures of a nation tired of wars they don't under- 
stand, has demanded to know why all the fuss about 
"these relatively few casualities on the ground" and 
no mention of the "much greater casualities in the 
air?" [New York Times estimates have placed raids 
on northern Laos by U.S. fighter-bombers at a rate 
of 500 missions per day.) Symington has also the U.S. 
ambassador in Laos, C. McMurtrie Godley, with "direct- 
ing all of our military and intelligence activities 
there as well as diplomatic" operations and with 
"instructing American air units stationed outside 
Laos on what targets to hit in northern Laos." 

Aside from the ambassador, most of the Americans 
involved in U.S. operations in Laos are listed as 
workers for the Agency for International Development 
(AID). Like the Peace Corps and other such foreign 
aid programs, AID provides a cover for CIA intelli- 
gence and counter-insurgency work. Agents posing as 
members of AID’S Rural Development Annex in Laos are 
swelling the AID ranks to huge proportions. Originally 

called White Star, the CIA program consists of recruit- 
4 — 
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ing and training pro-government guerrillas to 
fight the Pathet Lao, detect Communist movement and 
act as ground controllers for aircraft. Even AID 
workers not employed by the CIA are often used for 
air control. 

Another secret organization under the wing 
of AID, the Special Requirements Office, provides 
supplies for clandestine units. Although nominal- 
ly under the jurisdiction of Charles Mann, the AID 
mission director, both groups answer only to the 
CIA chief in Laos . 

There are at least several hundred such im- 
posters in the AID program. In one region half 
the AID members are part of the ”Rural Development 
Annex.*' In Military Region 2 in northeast Laos 
agents have been at work for many years recruiting 
the Meo mountain tribesmen, who now work together 
with regular forces under the leadership of General 
Vang Pao. 

Many members of the Annex are Vietnam veter- 
ans, recruited at the time of their discharge, 
where the lure of pay triple or more what they 
earned in uniform becomes very appealing. The 
Special Forces provide the CIA with trained and 
specialized personnel -- just a matter of chucking 
the green beret. 

It is clear that U.S, involvement in Laos and 
Southeast Asia as a whole is much greater than the 
Nixon administration would have us believe. It*s 
not the first time Nixon has tried to pull a fast 
one on the general public. We have the omission 
of information on Judge Clement Haynsworth's 
financial shenannigans, the ambiguousness of the 
germ warfare denunciation which defined lethal 
toxins as chemicals, the whole Vietnam! zat ion 
hocus-pocus, and the racist history of Supreme 
Court nominee and darling of the President, Judge 
G. Harold Carswell. The credibility gap is be- 
coming an abyss. 

--30 — 
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MOZAMBIQUE LIBERATORS REPORT ON ACTIVITIES 
LIBERATION News Service 

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania (LNS) -- The Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front, known as FRELIMO, recently 
issued a communique here detailing the results of 


six months' activity in Mozambique; 

++ 300 Portuguese soldiers killed 
++ 3 bridges destroyed 
++ various fortified areas taken over 
++ 55 military vehicles destroyed or 
captured 

The black guerrillas of Mozambique said they 
concentrated other actions on communications lines 
and military encampments. Considerable damage was 
done in the Tete province, where the Cabora Bassa 
Dam is being built. This dam is supposed to supply 
electric power to nearby Portuguese territories and 
to the Union of South Africa. 

More than 3,000 Portuguese troops recently 
arrived in eastern Africa to re-inforce the colonial- 
ist military apparatus in Mozambique. 

--30-- 

SHIPPING MAGNATES AND PENTAGON AID GREEK JUNTA 
LIBERATION News Service 

ATHENS (LNS) -- Aristotle Onassis and Stavros 
Niarchos, the two Greek shipping magnates, have 
recently completed two package deals to invest about 
$800 million in Greece. 

The deals involve the construction of a niimber 
of heavy industries. The London Observer noted that 
the influx of foreign exchange from the two magnates 
"will clearly be a very strong prop for the regime, 
one for which the junta had become desperate," 

In the meantime, the Greek dictatorship has 
obtained promises from the U.S. government for more 
arms shipments. In London, Greek exiles announced 
they had learned that full-scale arms shipments from 
the U-S. to Greece would be resumed in April. The 
exiles noted that the U.S. was unwilling to adopt 
a get-tough attitude toward the Greek dictatorship 
"in case che regime's stability were undermined or 
a shift towards the Eastern bloc encouraged," the 
London Observer reported. 

--30-- 
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MALCOLM X 

"Never be non-violent unless you run into 
some non-violence." 
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RADICAL ^€DIA BULLETIN BOARD -- AN INTERNAL NEWSLETOR FOR THE SUBSCRIBERS TO LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 


From LNS Elsewhere in this packet, there are de- 
tailed reports about death and torture in Brazil. 
These were supplied to LNS for distribution in the 
underground press by the Brazilian Information 
Front, based in Santiago, Chile., Tliey enclosed a 
letter, urging publication of this material, and 
we print the letter for you below. At the end of 
the letter, the Brazilian sisters and brothers 
ask, ’hVhy not send someone of your own staff to 
Brazil?*’ LNS hopes to do that in the very near fu- 
ture, The following letter, Vvhile written for 
editors, can also be published in your papers, 

The Brazilian material elsewhere in this packet is 
rather long; hope you can find space to print 
some or all of this material. Idien U.S, troops 
are asked to fight for '^democracy'* in Brazil -- 
by invading that country - what will the American 
people do? 

* • A 

From BRAZILIAN INFORMATION FRONT, address unknown, 
Santiago, Chile [editors wishing to write to the 
Brazilian Information Front should send correspon- 
dence to them in care of LNS. and we will make 
arrangements to get it to them] 

Dear Sir, 

The Greek military regime was excluded from the 
Council of Europe for murdering and torturing poli- 
tical prisoners. The European community took this 
step after a long and concerted effort to inform 
public opinion about the Greek government was made 
by writers, reporters, editors and publishers 
throughout the Western Hemisphere. An excellent 
investigation, conducted by International Amnesty, 
provided the necessary factual evidence for juri-’ 
dical sanctions to be taken. 

No such effort is being done about Brazil „ In 
the largest and most populous country of Latin 
America [pop, 90,000, 000] ,, a military regime mur- 
ders and tortures its political opponents as freely 
as in Greece,- The UN*s Declaration of Human Rights, 
as well as the Organization of American States' 
one, 15 fully disregarded in our country. No Bra- 
zilian IS safe from systematic brutality, the press 
15 censored and all opponents to the regime stand 
trial at military courts. 

Greece is the birthplace of Western culture, 
while Brazil is only the backyard of the American 
empire A century old propaganda campaign, to- 
gether With the long history of civil wars in La- 
tin America, somehow makes the American and the 
European public rather expect bloody political 
repressions in our Continent and; perhaps, find it 
natural, But is it so? Is murder and torture 
against a Brazilian a lesser crime than against a 
Greek^ a French or ari American citizen? Are tlie 
consciences of the people of the developed world 
not to be disturbed by massacres in Vietnam, 

Nigeria, Brazil or any other country of the Third 
World: How can one explain the silence that sur- 

rounds the Brazilian criminals with official re- 
cognition and popular apathy'^ 

You will find attached to this letter two 
documents written by political prisoners in Brazil, 
One IS a statement by IS women still in a prison 
island, ilha das f lores in the harbor of Rio de 
Janeiro; the other is a report by a man whose name 


must be kept secret, for he is now free and inside 
the country.. All the names he mentions are real. 

Please consider this as being an insufficient 
effort to document the realities of Brazil today. 
Foreign correspondents, if they are cautious 
enough, can still work in our country. Why not 
send someone of your own staff to Brazil? 

* * Jt 

From Robert banning, AMERICAN DESERTERS COMMITTEE, 
Box 2898, Station "'D," Ottawa, Ont . , Canada -- 

Enclosed is a copy of AMBUSH, In our next 
issue, which will be out in about a month, the for- 
mat will change to present some views on Canadian 
living as pertains to deserters, such as job op- 
portunities, schools, and a more clear definition 
of what qualifications are best accepted for im- 
migration . 

We would appreciate a word or two about us in 
your publication; we have quite a large mailing list 
but we feel we would reach more people through your 
publication . 

PEACE. 

* ^ ★ 

From Jurgen Dankwort, MONTREAL FREE PRESS, Box 159, 
Station G, Montreal 130, Quebec, Canada -- 

Brothers and Sis ters-- 

It is a travesty of our capitalist system that 
at a time when our brothers and their lawyers are 
being railroaded to prison in Chicago, at a time 
when refugees are coming into Canada by the thou- 
sands, at a time when the American and Canadian 
Administrations are power tripping all over its 
people and oppressing other people around the world 
-- that at such a time we find ourselves lacking the 
necessary funds to publish at least every other week 
vital movement information. We ask you to send us 
issues of your papers, while we shall exchange ours 
with you as soon as we print again. Our last issue 
was Nov. 20, 1969. Give us another month or so, 
and move RIGHT ON. Regards from the American 
Deserters Committee and the Montreal Council to 
Aid War Resisters, All Power to the People. 

+ » nr 

From LNS: We made an address mix-up, Please 

straighten it out, as many exchange papers have 
been going to someone's home, instead of to a box 
number. OLD ADDRESS: Albuquerque Cooperative 

News Project, 311 Girard SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 
NEW ADDRESS: Albuquerque Cooperative News Project, 
P,0, Box 12116, Albuquerque, NM 87105. 

* * 

From LNS: A reminder -- we are going to prepare 

a new Radical Media List this month, the first such 
list since September 1969. Please check the LNS 
mailing plate as printed on our LNS packet envelope 
and report any address change or typographical 
error to us. Thank you. 


From PLAIN RAPPER, 424 Lytton Ave . , Palo Alto, 

Calif 94301, phone 415-327-3108 -- 
Brothers and sisters. 

The Plain Rapper is over. The problems of 
funding, staffing and producing a newspaper with 
which we had struggled for a year became insurmount- 
Mhlsu 
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Within the Rapper staff as within the Resis- 
country, changes added to our 
1 icu ties. Changing insights as to the success- 
tui approach to radical change dictated that some 
o us would focus our energies on other projects. 

anging notions of the constituency for which we 
were writing made a definition of the Rapper diffi- 
cu t as its end. Changes such as these contributed 
to our decision to cease publication. 

The spirit that moved us in the Rapper, the 
spirit that struggles for a society based upon our 
brotherhood, is still alive in all of us and it 
leads us in new directions. 

You will be receiving sample copies of "To- 
gether,” a publicat ion of the non- registration 
movement of Resistance to the draft, and the "World 
Empire Telegram," published by the Pacific Studies 
Center. Several persons who worked on the Rapper 
now work with these publications and hope you may 
Subscribe to them. 

The Rapper has some debts outstanding -- at 
present about $500.00 -- for the last issue. If 
any of our subscribers wish to help us in paying 
that debt, we welcome your help. For those sub- 
scribers who desire a refund in issues not received 
we will provide a refund. 

Sincerely, The Palo Alto Resistance 
* * 

END OF RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN BOARD FOR TODAY 

■♦' + + ++ + + + + + + + + + ++ + + 4' + +++ + + + 4'++-t + -t-i- + -1. + + + 4.+ + + ++ + .f.+ + + + 


WOMEN ENJOY PRIME TIME 
IN RADIO- FREE BOSTON 


BOSTON (LNS) -- Bread and Roses helped women 
celebrate over the air on March 8, International 
Women’s Day, when they made use of the facilities 
of Boston's WBCN, The local rock station had 
granted them prime time after the women had pro- 


mine. To think that I have been duped into thinking>,^. 
that this was the way that a woman was supposed to 
live. Supposed to, maybe, but not for very much ^ 
longer." 

Bread and Roses, who has Thursday night intro- 
ductory meetings in a local coffee shop, will make 
their tape available to interested groups upon re- 
quest. For more info, write them at 595 Mass. Ave . , 
Cambridge, Mass. Or call (617j 492-4130. 

-30- 
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NO TO WAR TAXES 

NEW YORK (LNSJ -- A growing number of con- 
scientious objectors of all ages are refusing to 
pay tax dollars to a government which spent $103 
billion in 1968 alone for present, past, and future 
wars . 

Allen Ginsberg, one War Tax Resister, declared 
in a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury: 

"As my religious apprehensions and convictions 
and psychological condition prevent me from paying 
taxes into the treasury of the Vietnam war, an 
equally commanding political awareness of socially 
and economically deprived millions of fellow per- 
sons in America prevents me from supporting an in- 
equitable and unfair tax system which places the 
costs of an horrific war so heavily upon poor... 
hungry, people, and transfers so much money as pro- 
fit to investors in questionable military-industrial 


tested a blatantly male chauvinist spot announce- enterprises encouraged in consequence to this Con- 
ment -- "And by the way, if you're a chick, they stitutionally inappropriate war." 


need typists . " 

The Boston women's group, who has a member- 
ship of over 200, played a tape which discussed 


Ginsberg went on to say that he is willing to 
offer "reasonable alternatives" to paying taxes 
supporting the Vietnam War. 


cuts from rock songs that denigrate women. After 
the tape, women held a live discussion in which 
they rapped informally about the women's movement 
and what it means to be involved in a struggle 


For more information on War Tax Resistance, 
write to 339 Lafayette St., New York, NY 10012. 
Or call : (212} 477-2970. 

-30- 


for liberation. 


*-x*<rTir#***-*w**'*^*'*r****»><f*’*-******.***************** 


A lot of women out there where radio waves 
reach heard the tape. Responses by letter and 
phone have been pouring in. One letter reads: 

"If I were to say anything other than thank 
you 1 would be repeating myself. March 8, 1970 will 
go down as the turning point of my life. Before 
this, I was aware of the various organizations 
that are devoted to liberation of our sex, but 
sadly my apathy was stronger than my ideals. 

"Well, the time has come for me to stop 
plotting and scheming to obtain what is rightfully 


AMERICA CAN NOT DO UNFORTUNATELY 

"The United States will participate in the 
defense and development of allies and friends, but 
....America cannot -- and will not -- conceive 
the plans, design al 1 the programs, execute 
all the decisions, and undertake all the defense 
of the free nations of the world." 

--Pres. Nixon in a report to Congress 
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THE 1971 DEFENSE BUDGET AND HOW IT GROWS 
By Lee Webb 

liberation News Service 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- Nixon *s much- 
touted economy drive on the "defense*' budget has 
brought the spending for 1971 down to $71.8 billion 
compared with $77 billion for 1970. Nixon has 
thus pulled $5,2 billion out of a hat and pre- 
sented it, as proof of Amerika's decreasing in- 
vestment in the instruments of war, to a public 
increasingly concerned by astronomical military 
expenditures. A closer examination of the budget 
reveals why very few defense contractors are 
grumbling about the crackdown. 

The February issue of Electronic News, one 
of the most important aerospace journals, reports, 
"The gloomy predictions of reduced military out- 
lays failed to pan out as the Nixon budget 
showed increases in aircraft and missile procure- 
ment as well as electronics and communications, 
over the 1970 funds approved by Congress." 

The explanation of the apparent contradiction 
between a declining defense budget and rising 
contracts for the big aerospace coporations 
rests in the Pentagon's budget figures. Accord- 
ing to Defense Secretary Melvin Laird, expenditures 
on Vietnam are expected to fall from $30 billion 
a year to $17 billion a year for a total decline 
of $13 billion. The budget cuts are coming out 
of ordinance, lov.’er troop levels, base closing, 
appai . transporation and other industries 
closely tied with Vietnam. 

The aerospace contractors, specifically 
those involved in strategic weapons systems, 
get the of the $8 billion (difference be- 

tween Vietnam cuts and the budget cut) in new 
contracts for research, development and production. 

In 1971 strategic forces will get nearly 
$7. 95 billion, an increase of $500 million 
over the previous year. The new Nixon budget 
also sharply increases spending on research. 

The 1971 projection is $54 billion, up sharply 
from last year's $4.8 billion 

According to Electronic News, the Air 
Force's purchases of aircraft will rise in 1971 

by SIOS million to $3.6 billion; Navy aircraft 
purchases will junpSSOO million to $3.4 billion; 


and Air Force missile purchase will rise $200 
million to $3.3 billion. There will also be a 
$220 million boost in Air Force and Navy electronics. 

In fact, Nixon's "declining" defense budget 
includes more new military procurement programs 
entering their initial stages than any budget of 
the last decade. Nixon is planning to build all 
the new weapons systems the military has been 
dreaming about. Some of the major new programs 
included in the 1971 budget that will accelerate 
the arms race and provide enormous profits for 
defense contractors are: 

**The F-14, a new air superiority fighter 
for the Navy. Projected cost -- over $36 billion, 
**The McDonnell Douglas F-15, a new air 
superiority fighter for the Air Force. Projected 
cost -- over $25 billion, 

**The Lockheed S-3A, a new carrier based 
anti-submarine aircraft , 

**AWACS, a new airborne radar system. Pro- 
jected cost -- $15 billion, 

**The Freedom Fighter, a new air superiority 
fighter for allied countries. 

**The B-IA, a new supersonic strategic 
bomber to replace the B-52. 

**New high technology jet engines for the 
B-IA, the F-14 and the F-15. 

**The new Safeguard ABM system whose ulti- 
mate cost has been estimated as between $20 to 
$50 billion. 

**A new underwater launched missile for U.S. 
nuclear submarines to replace the Poseidon. 

**A new fourth generation land based ICBM 
to replace the Minuteman 3. 

These new weapons systems are being given 
most of the money expected to be saved by cut- 
backs in Vietnam. This is of course the same 
money that liberals called the "peace dividend" 
and hoped would be spent on America's domestic 
problems . 

Nixon Administration officials have pre- 
dicted privately that the defense budget in the 
next 5 years will stay in the $70 to $73 billion 
range. These press leaks are aimed at giving 
people the impression that Nixon is seriously 
attempting to keep the defense budget under 
control. The White House fosters this illusion 
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to mask the consolidation of a permanent increase 
in the size of the defense budget. 

Although the 1971 budget is less than what 
was spent in 1970, it is $20 billion higher than 
before the Vietnam war started and there are ■ 
indications that the defense budget will rise 
this year or in following years higher than the 
IVhite House is now estimating. 

The Nixon budget assumes that "Vietnamiza- 
tion*' will be successful. However, any increase 
in the level of fighting will raise the size of 
the total defense budget proportionately. 

Even more ominous are indications that top 
officials in the Pentagon see the 1971 budget, 
which includes massive increases for new weapons, 
systems, as only a minimal program. 

Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird, for in- 
stance, told the Senate Armed Services Committee 
and the Appropriations defense subcommittee 
that the 1971 budget was only a ’’transition 
program" to hold the line until the real intentions 
of the Soviet Union and China could be ascertained. 

After describing how the U.S. will be in a 
second-rate strategic position in the mid-1970's, 
Laird says more new weapons systems will be 
needed. "If the current Soviet buildup continues, 
we will need additional costly steps to preserve 
an effective deterrent. Pending the outcome of 
SALT [strategic arms limitation talks with the 
Soviet Union] we must continue those steps which 
are necessary to preserve our current strategic 
position . 

"Within that context, this austere Fiscal 
1971 budget is designed to preserve the range of 
options we may -^eed for possible outcomes of the 
talks, including those we may need if no agree- 
ment IS reached and Soviet strategic deployments 
continue at or above the present levels." 

-30- 
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William Frain, who teaches sociology and is a 
leading advocate of educational reform, was notified 
Feb. 16 that his contract would not be renewed; 
no reason was given for the action. 

Students, who are demanding that Frain ’s con- 
tract be renewed, threw up picket lines around the 
administration building, and later gathered in 
dorminories for "free university" classes. 

-30- 
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IS IT FOR REAL? 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- The American Civil Liberties 
Union is sponsoring a nationwide high school 
’’Speak Out," in the form of a writing competition 
entitled THE BILL OF RIGHTS: IS IT FOR REAL? 

Bantam Books will publish a selection of the 
prize-winning entries in a special paperback edition 
to be published Dec. 1970. 

High schoolers (9-12 grades) who have a yen to 
tell it like it is can write a "statement, credo, 
poem, satire, essay or personal account of an 
experience relating to the Bill of Rights." There 
will be cash prizes awarded. 

Students should contact their local ACLU affiliate 
or write ACLU 50th Anniversary Office, 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10010, 

-30- 


ANTI -U.S. DEMONSTRATION IN ECUADOR 
QUITO, Ecuador (LNS) -- Several thousand work- 
ers and students in Quito, the capital of Ecuador, 
staged a demonstration recently demanding the 
nationalization without indeminity of the U.S.- 
owned All-America Cables and Radio Co,, according 
to Hsinhua, the Chinese news agency. 

They carried red banners and posters with the 
slogans, "We Workers and Students Defend the 
Sovereignty of Our Fatherland" and "We Will Drive 
Out the U.S, Imperialist Monster." 

-30- 


WOMEN STRIKE AT NEW ROCHELLE 
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By Canadian Univ. Press 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. (LNS) - About half of 
the students at the all-women college of New 
Rochelle went on strike Friday, Feb. 27, in 
support of a professor who was denied tenure at 
the Roman Catholic institution. 


VENCEREMOS BRIGADE HONORS MALCOLM X 
AGUACATE, Cuba (LNS) -- Members of the 
Venceremos Brigade worked extra hours on Feb. 23 
to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the death 
of Malcolm X, according to a report in Prensa 
Latina, the Cuban press agency. -30- 
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NIXON REGIME: RACISM IS ENTRENCHED 
LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D-^C,. (LNS)-- A few days after he 
was called a *’baboon" by Georgians compone governor 
Lester Maddox, Representative Charles C, Diggs of 
Michigan assessed the racial policies of the Nixon 
administration. 

’’It's frightening,*' he said. "I don't think a 
year ago Maddox would have walked into the House of 
Representatives dining room with those three-foot 
axe handles. 

"This reflects what Maddox considers to be a 
different kind of mood in this country. It was such 
a calculated kind of thing," Diggs said. 

The Michigan Democrat has introduced a resolu- 
tion to bar Maddox from the Capitol dining room 
where the governor handed out axe handles as souvenirs 
of his refusal to serve blacks in his Atlanta rest- 
aurant 

But there is little that Diggs or the handful of 
other blacks in important government posts can do 
to neutralize the mood of respectable racism that 
has developed during the first year of the Nixon 
administration 

In Diggs* words, "It*s not all wild-eyed Ku 
Klux Klanners who are involved in this conspiracy 
to set things back," 

Leon Panetta, recently forced to resign as di^ 
rector of the Office of Civil Rights in the Depart- 
ment of Health, Education and Welfare, named four 
top White House aides as the leaders of the move- 
ment to slow progress by blacks and placate angry 
Southern whites. 

In the Senate, Northern liberal Abraham Ribi- 
coff joined forces with Southern mossbacks in voting 
for an amendment which would have the effect of 
slowing school integration 

And a daily reading of the society pages shows 
that guests at the best dinner parties are treated 
to right-wing pronouncements by Mrs.. John Mitchell 
and other members of the Nixon circle. 

New York Times columnist Tom Wicker compares 
the mood to the end of Reconstruction in 1876, when 
Northern politicians returned control of the coun- 
try's black population to white Southerners. 


Citing the Ribicoff vote, Wicker said, **it was 
to Ribicoff* s advantage to take up the cause of the 
black man [in the early 60's) but when it began to 
cut in Hartford, Conn,, he changed his position.** 

President Ulysses S, Grant "repudiated the 15th 
amendment, and Nixon has done the same,*' Wicker said. 

Washington observers agree that Vice President 
Spiro T. Agnew is the front man and spokesman for 
the administration's repressive policies. 

"Agnew takes the low road for Nixon as Nixon did 
for Eisenhower," Wicker said, 

Nicholas Johnson, the maverick FCC commissioner, 
put it more strongly, saying Agnew 's speeches criti- 
cizing the liberal press are part of an "overall 
policy of thought control and suppression of dissent 
in the United States,," 

Liberal reporters have reported a large increase 
in hate mail from admirers of the bombastic vice 
president. 

Hugh Sidey, bureau chief of Time, Inc. and a 
columnist for Life Magazine , said he gets letters from 
writers who inform him that they've sent copies to 
Agnew, 

"They say: 'I've been silent until now, but I 
will speak because Spiro says I can,'" Sidey said, 

William Small, director of CBS News in Washington, 
said his office has received a lot of hate mail since 
the Agnew speech criticizing the networks, and "much 
had an anti-Semitic flavor." 

Another indication of the repressive mood in 
Washington is the acquiescent reaction to Nixon's 
nomination to the Supreme Court of U.S„ District 
Judge G, Harold Carswell, a Floridian who has shown 
little sympathy for black people or their white sup- 
porters . 

During a month of interviews with journalists 
and government officials, not one enthusiastic Cars- 
well supporter was found. Yet it appears that he will 
be approved by the Senate,, 

The Washington Post examined the Carfiwell record 
in a series of three editorials and found him "mea- 
surably inferior" to Judge Clement Haynsworth, whose 
nomination was thrown out by the Senate. 

The Republican Ripon Society described Carswell 
as "exceptionally inadequate" and 19 members of the 
University of Virginia Law School complained that 
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Carswell^s "judicial background'* was "sadly wanting,." 

Columnist Robert Novak suggested that since the 
Senate rejected Nixon's previous nominee, "it was in- 
evitable that almost anybody would be confirmed" 
the second time around. 

"Nixon, to test that, recommended almost any- 
body," Novak said. 

The columnist said Nixon set several qualifica- 
tions for his nominee to the Supreme Court vacancy 
The nominee had to be ''under 60, from the South, 
with no record of supporting Democratic president- 
ial candidates, no stocks and bonds, and from the 
federal judiciary, " 

Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin put it more 
bluntly. 

"It was a political appointment,- for the South," 
Nelson said. "You can find plenty of people with 
distinguished records of civil rights^ but he wanted 
to be sure of a segregationist record .The presi- 

dent intends to have a segregationist on the court." 

BLACK TENANTS WIN HOUSING CONTROL 
By The Southern Patriot 
LIBERATION News Service 

HARLEM, Florida (LNSJ - Tenants in the all-black 
Southern Florida community of Harlem have won control 
of their housing as the result of a militant rent 
strike. Fifty- four acres of land worth about $375,000 
IS being transferred to the Harlem Tenants Association,. 
They plan to operate a low- income, single-family 
rent-supplement program. 

Until last year, this tiny community was a black 
compound owned and run by the giant corporation that 
rules this area. The U S. Sugar Cor-p.. owned and col- 
lected rent on rows of tiny, ramshackle homes along 
dusty streets called Alabama Florida and Georgia. 

More than 2,000 people were crowded into 179 
one-and-two room shacks in the shadow of the huge 
sugar refinery There were no indoor toilets, no 
heaters, only exposed wiring The only running 
water came from pipes outside each shack, and one 
shower in each of ten filthy toilet buildings. 

At least half of the residents worked for U S. 
Sugar, 


i]\ Nov, 1968, the company deeded Harlem to the 
city of Clewiston, so that a public housing author 
zty could be formed to apply for federal aid^ No 
Harlem tenants were named to the five-man Clewiston 
Housing Authority (CHA) , Chairman was William R* 
Willis, assistant manager of Everglades Sugar Re- 
finery His vice-chairmen, Earle Edwards^ is per- 
sonnel director for U.S Sugar. The one black man 
named to the authority was Ernest McCray, who has 
been a chef at a restaurant owned by U.S, Sugar for 
37 yeaxs^ He owns rental property in Harlem and 
admits, "I don't know the feelings of the poori" 

Other board members are a cable TV executive and 
a newspaper publisher. Sonny Stalls^ who believes 
that ’’the [the poor] like to live like that. They 
have color televisions and new cars." 

Months passed--and the authority did nothing but 
collect rent In November *69 they announced plans 
to raise rents by $1-75 a week and to cut already 
non-existent services, because they were IcSing 
$1,000 a month.. The tenants responded with a rent 
Strike^ which was more than 60 per cent effectivco 
They deposited their rents in an escrow account in 
a black-owned Atlanta bank, demanding a role in the 
operation of Harlem and voice in deciding what kinds 
of housing programs would be planned for the commun- 
ity.^ 

On January 28^ the Tenants 'Association and the 
CHA agreed on a compromise. The tenants will acceut 
ownership of the disputed land for a rental pro 
ject-'-- low income, single family housingo Tenants 
will pay only 20% of their income, whatever it is> 
to rent the 3,4, and 5 bedroom homes that the 
Tenants* Association plans to builds 

--30-- 
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NEWSLETTER FOR SERVICEMEN 

NEW YORK (LNS)-- GI COUNSEi^LlNG SERVICES, for- 
merly the New York GI Coffee House Project has begun 
publishing a newsletter that will provide advice and 

information for the GI movment 

The Counselling Services offers advice on. 
ijClanfic tion of the legal rights and alternatives o 
scrv(L.emen, 2J military counselling for discharge and 
legal problems, 3) legal, medical and psychiatric aid, 
4j resistance information, SJ training counsellors, 
collaborating on books and articles on military law 
informing civilians of GI activities --For a copy of 
their f irst Issu e write. GI Counsel Ijng. 339 Lafayette 

rj , Ni , NY 10012 

March 14, ~1-9T0 more — — 
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ATLANTA WOMEN: 

OFF OUR BACKS INTO THE STREET! 

ATLANTA (LNS) -- Channel 2*s Late News 
called it a march of the ’’weaker sex” and the 
Sunday Joumal/Constitution was uncool enough 
to hear "Right on" as "Fight On" (an interesting 
preconception on their part). The sun and the 
moon -- the clouds, too, damn it, were doing 
their thing up above (the eclipse. Masculine 
eclipsed by feminine and the two coming tO’ 
gether--nature’s gesture of solidarity as the 
march began). 

Atlanta women were marching. Mostly young 
hip and political women, a few black women, and 
a few elder professional women -- about one hun- 
dred or so with a contingent of male supporters 
bringing up the rear. There were also lots of 
cops. Guess someone down there didn't tell them 
it was just the "weaker sex." Or maybe they 
just heard the word march and went into their 
usual act. They looked rather amused, like what 
they expected to be a shitty assignment has 
turned into an afternoon of girl-watching. 

Marching, Marching and Demanding . Demanding 
free 24-hour-a-day child care, equal work at 
equal pay, free health care, free safe abortions 
on request, and adequate guaranteed annual in- 
come for individuals. Simple enough demands. 
Simple enough to change radically the way that 
people relate to each other in this society. 

The kind of things you might already have in a 
society that isn’t based on exploitation. 

Speeches. Jeannette Rankin reminding us 
that we live under a military dictatorship; Vel- 
eda Goodman -- "to fight oppression in this 
country is to fight it all over the world"; Jane 
Larrowe relating a first-hand experience of has- 
sling with the Establishment about a decision to 
have an abortion--hassling with the bureaucracy 
about her individual right; Linda Jenness talking 
about the struggle of women in the past and the 
future of our struggle; a young militant Black 
woman rapping that the struggle was different 
for black women and about their need to unite 
with black men in order to build the liberation 
army; Louise Whatley talking about Woman Power - - 
"Maybe next time we celebrate International 
Women's Day, we should just all stay at home, 
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and let them declare a state of emergency. If 
all the telephone operators just sat down for one 
hour.... If all the nurses just sat down for one 
hour. ..." 

Mrs. Whatley summed it all up for us. "YOU 
JUST CAN'T RUN THIS JIVE ON US NO MORE..." So 
much for the"weaker sex" -- or as the Constitu- 
tion said, 'Tight on. Sisters I" 

--Sue Thrasher, Great Speckled 
Bird 

-30- 

************************************************ 

BERKELEY MAYOR DETAILS BLOCK WARDEN PLAN 

BERKELEY (LNS) -- Mayor Wallace Johnson of 
Berkeley recently has announced more detailed 
plans for a block warden system to keep an eye 
on radicals. 

He said the wardens would be called Public 
Safety Volunteers, and would "be trained to ob- 
serve by taking notes, recordings and photographs 
during riots." 

In addition to the American Civil Liberties 
Union, several Berkeley councilmen have denounced 
the plan, Ron Dellums noted that "About 40 years 
ago, another country set up block wardens -- 
Nazi Germany." Councilman Warren Widener said: 
"Some will say we’re just talking about white- 
hat observers. But what we really might be talk- 
ing about is white hoods." 

-30- 

************************************************** 
SOUTH AFRICAN SEMANTICS 
LIBERATION News Service 

The South African ruling class has adopted 
typical American public relations techniques in 
order to osften a harsh world image. They are 
trying to replace the term "apartheid" with the 
less notorious "multinational development." In 
either case, it’s still the same viciously re- 
pressive system we all know and hate. Very 
clever . 

-30- 

WORKERS UNITE 1 

"Shall we still be slaves and work for wages? 

It is outrageous -- has been for ages; 

This earth by right belongs to toilers, 

And not to spoilers of liberty." IWW SONG, to 
the tune of "Little Red Wing" 
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eight CUBANS AND HOW THEY U'ORK; 

A VIEW OF REVOLUTION FROM THE VENCEREMOS BRIGADE 
By Dick and Gene Cluster 
liberation News Service 

[Editor *s Note: Tlie following article, written 
bv a young American married couple participating in 
the Venceremos Brigade., tells about the eight Cubans 
who cut cane alongside of the Americans. It is not 
so much a story about eight individuals; it is a 
story of a new people in formation.] 

* A * 

Raul -- Chief of the Brigade ^ in charge of pro^ 
ductionj meetings^ eta. 23, Young Communists Works 
as^ a radio teahmaxan, in international aorrmunica- 
tions- Beyond that his job is secret, from us and 
from his closest friends, for security reasons, 

Pedro — Calculator in charge of calculating pro- 
duction totals, overseeing hauling of the cane, 22, 
Young Communists Pre-university student, militia 
member, and truckdriver Waiting to get married 
after the harvest t 

Juan — Cane-cutting activist, in charge of over- 
seeing cuttxng methods, machetes, etCs 25, Young 
Communist, Guide and translator for English-speak- 
ing visitors , 

Alberto — Cane-cutting activist, 25, Young Com- 
munist, Studies literature and art in the univer- 
sity, writes poetry and designs posters, 

Juanito -- Cane-cutting activist, 24, Young Com- 
munis t^ Studies and teaches history, 

Lazara — Program planner, in charge of trips, 
movies, etc. 22, Young Communist. Journalism stud- 
ent. This is her tenth harvest, 

Carlos — 30^ Corrmmist Party member. Fought in 
the mcuntaxnc in the Revolution, About to begin 
duties as a prosecuting attorney for the government, 

Hugo — 33, Party member^ Former clothing fac- 
tory worker. Economist for the Party. 

•4 > 

AGUACATE, Cuba (LNS) -- These are the eight 
Cuban comrades in our brigade. We work with them 
every day, travel with them, talk with them„ From 
them, more than from anything else, we get a sense 
of what changes the Revolution has brought to peo- 
ple’s everyday lives, to their work, and to their 
ways of thinking- 

This is the in-between generation. They did 
not grow up under the Revolution, They have first- 
hand knowledge of a time goneby, an era unknown to 
their children and the children we talk to in the 
schools we visit. This in-between generation grew 
up with the Revolution.. In 1959, when Fidel *s Army 


^ i 

1 4 

► * 

entered Havana after the collapse of the U.S.- backed. 

' * 

Batista dictatorship, Pedro was 11 and Hugo was 22c 
None of the eight was a communist; and none was on- 
gaged in productive work for the Cuban people. Today 
all are dedicated communists, and all are working to 
lift Cuba out of underdevelopmento The course of 
their lives, the change they went through, is the 
course of the Revolution: 

’’Batista -- Murderer” 

These eight are not from the elite. Most are 
children of Havana workers. Their youth was dominated 
by the resistance to Batista. Carlos went to the 
mountains to join the Rebel Army, and fought under 
Raul Castro. Pedro carried messages for his father, 
who was a member of the revolutionary underground oi 
peasants in Havana province, Alberto took part In 
student strikes: 

"I remember one very acutely. It was in 1957 ir 
the secondary school near the school where I was 
studying. I was 13. A group of us went, carrying 
a big piece of cloth that said "Batista -- Murderer,'^ 
Then the police came, and started with the clubSo 
You know clubs, big pieces of steel. I remember,- I 
escaped by a miracle. I ran into a bus and could 
escape.” 

Juan was in Miami, where his family had gone in 
1953 to escape conditions under Batista. While he 
was gaining an amazing repertoire of mid« and late- 
fifties rock and roll songs, his parents were raising 
money for Fidel’s 26th of July Movement, 

The Revolution 

Then came the triumph of the Revolution. As 
Lazara remembers, ”Our people always waited for the 
success. When Fidel was in the Sierra Maestra, all 
the people knew he was there, and waited for night 
to listen to the news on the underground radio, about 
the battles and all the activities of the Revolution. 
When Fidel and his comrades won, all the people went 
to the streets and waited for him.” 

For Juan, the first result was that his parents 
began making arrangements to return to Cuba. They 
returned in 1960, and Juan hasn’t been back to the 
U.S. since. 

For Alberto, the Revolution immediately meant a 
chance to finish high school. was studying in 
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the private school because all the government 
schools were closed because of the student strikes 
cind everything. My father was a truckdriver and he 
didn't earn much money; my mother had to work in the 
moi-ning. afternoon, and evening also, to pay for my 
studies I wouldn't have been able to continue if 

the Revolution didn't come and open the national 

scItooi s . 

Li.ke the political direction of the Revolution, 
tne political outlook of the eight vvas vague at the 
iinic. Even Raul, whose father was a member of the 
old Ccmmanist Party, and "always tried to make us 
see communist ideas," remembers: 

' The first day of the triumph of the Revolution 
brother and I went out into the streets with the 
tlag of the 26th of July movement and celebrated. 

Ine general idea was hatred of the dictatorship; I 
didn't have very much of an idea at that time of 
what else the Revolution meant," 

Most of the others came from apolitical anti- 
communist families, of the type that made up the 
bulk of ihe 26th of July movement. Juan says frank 
ly "1 was basically interested in music and girls 
and fooling around. I didn't know what socialsim 
was, 1 didn't even know what capitalism was." In 
^our ;.ears, Hugo would be elected to the Party by 
fei iow- workers in the clothing factory where he 
worKed but at the time "I always argued with my 
friends in the pre- Revolutionary Communist Party. 

I told them communism couldn't work," 

The Literacy Campaign 

Carlos immediately went to work in the new gov- 
ernment For many of the rest, real work in the 
Revolution began in 1961, with the literacy cam- 
paign Lazara, Raul and Juanito were among the 
thousands of teenagers who went to the countryside 
to teach the peasants to read and write. So was 
Alberto's sister, and his mother worked in the cam- 
paign as well. Carlos helped to administer it. 

Tile campaign began with a week at a beach re- 
sort where the volunteers were given training in 
teaching Lazara lived in what used to be the man- 
sion of the DuPonts She describes the campaign 
that followed. 

"I was fifteen I went to the province of 


Camaguey, and worked with a farmer all day At 
night we studied the A-B-C; I taught four farmers 
-- two women and two men. The campaign was like a 
battle, because we had one million illiterate people 
And we had to begin to teach them, because we had 
to go out from underdevelopment. It was the first 
activity of the Revolution. All the youth of our 
country were in that campaign. . .We were very young 
people -- 12, 13, 14, 15 years old. We lived all 
the time with farmers, teaching them what the Rev 
olution is, what we will do in the countryside, 
what are the laws -- all the meaning of the Revolution 
Fidel said we did very good work." 

Raul remembers, "I saw how these people, even 
though they had difficulties like being old and 
finding it hard to learn, all of them had intense 
interest. As the weeks passed, their expressions 
changed, like they were waking up from a long sleep," 

At the end of the campaign, Cuba was 99% free 
of illiteracy. Next came scholarship programs, and 
adult education at all workplaces. 

In these three years, the Revolutionary govern™ 
ment began to take control of the economy, to use 
the resources of the country for the people. It 
gave land to the peasants, slashed rents and utility 
prices, regulated foreign-owned industries and 
when they refused to comply, nationalized them, Cuba 
refused to accept U.S. dictates about foreign or 
domestic policy, and began political and economic 
relations with socialist as well as capitalist coun- 
tries. With each new Revolutionary law, it becaune 
clearer that the only road to freedom and economic 
development was socialism.. 

The Bay of Pigs 

The U.S. grasped this lesson as quickly as the 
Cuban people. The forces of U.S,, imperialism which 
had supported Batista, which had controlled the Cuban 
economy for a hundred years, prepared the counter- 
attack economic blockade, political pressure, 
massive propaganda, and finally, in the beginning of 
April, 1961, Cuban cities were bombed by U-S. planes 
supplied to the counterrevolutionaries by the CIA 
Juan was in the process of joining the newly- 
formed people's militia, "We knew the U.S„ was 
planning something, and by then I had gained enough 
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consciousness to get an idea of what was going on.” 
Pedro was too young to join the regular forces; 
once again he was entrusted with carrying messages. 
Alberto was already in a miiitia unit, which was 
c4iled to active duty. 

The invasion came on the morning of April 17. 

An army of counterrevolutionaries secretly recruit 7 
ed; paid; trained-, supplied, and directed by the 
U.S. government,- and escorted by U,S, ships and 
planes attempted to establish a beachhead, set up 
^ ^provisional government” complete with air force 
base, call publicly for U«S, recognition and aid, 
and carry on a long war of attrition against the 
Cuban government and people. The treatment Vietnam 
IS getting today was in store for Cuba, if the in- 
vasion succeeded. 

Alberto ^s unit„ like much of the national mil- 
itia got to the battle zone on the night of the 
17th. By the 19th, the invasion had been smashedo 
Alberto's unit stayed another month, for cleaning 
up operations in the nearby swamps and to await 
another attack. The Revolution had demonstrated its 
determination and ability to survive, 

*'Okay We Are Communist” 

At the same time, the Revolution defined its 
political direction. On April 15, two days before 
the invasion, Fidel spoke at the funeral for the 
victims of the CIA bombings. He declared for the 
first time that Cuba was a socialist country. Al- 
berto was part of Fidel s guard at the speech. ”We 
stood below the podium where he was speaking, IVhat 
he said was not a surprise. We already considered 
ourselves socialist. For most of the Cubans it 
wasn't a surprise,” 

In the U.S, this speech was reported as one 
more step in Fidel' s process of selling out the re- 
volution to Russia and communism, one step away from 
the people who had supported him. 

Lazara says, ”This is a lie. At the beginning, 
our people^ like all the people of Latin America, 
didn't know what communism was,. In the first year 
of the RBvolution. . .nobody would have said it was 
communism, . o but the people felt that something dif- 
ferent was happening. We didn't know what name to 
give to that thing, but we felt it was good. Later, 
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when Fidel said 'Okay, we are communist,'' we said 
■'Okay, that's goodl ’ The people understood. First 
we have the communist activities, then we .say 
'That’s communism.''” 

Work, Study,. Defense 

During the period of the invasion and Fidel's 
speech, Lazara, Juanito, and Raul were still in 
the countryside working on the literacy campaign. 

The end of the campaign, like the other big events 
of 1961, marked the beginning of a new era in the 
history of the Revolution; Raul describes the end 
of the campaign: 

"After the campaign we had a big rally where 
Fidel spoke to everyone who had participated. Fidel 
told us we should keep on studying, and proposed to 
us a scholarship plan. This became the general 
study and scholarship plan for everyone, but we were 
the first to implement it.” 

The new::stage was the one of actually building 
socialism, of developing the technology, the 
economic base, and the organization of work necessary 
for Cuba to fight it's way out of undetdevelopment.” 
For a whole generation, that fight has meant 
three main activities. One of the first things 
Juanito told us in the camp was the slogan of the 
Young Communists; "Work, study, and the gun.” Every- 
one works, in regular jobs and in voluntary labor. 
Everyone stddies, to acquire more advanced skills and 
to raise their cultural and political level. Every- 
one defends the Revolution, in the army, the militia, 
and the neighborhood committees, and everyone is 
ready to defend the people of other countries against 
imperialism as well. 

What has this meant for the members of this 
generation? The Cubans in our brigade are sons and 
daughters of barbers, truckdrivers , mechanics, farm 
workers, factory workers. Through study, they have 
all become technicians and teachers. Raul became a 
radio technician, Carlos an administrator, Lazara a 
Russian teacher, Alberto and Juanito history teachers, 
Hugo was sent to the Soviet Union to become an econ- 
omist. 

IVhat is more, the process of study and gaining 
new skilis never ends in Cuba. Lazara has gone back 
to school to become a journalist, Alberto to study 
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literature and art. They wiH help to create the 
new communist cOlture . what Che has called "the 
culture of twenty-first century man " Juan begins 
studying political science after the harvest, and 
Carlos has just graduated from law school. 

These are not exceptional cases, individuals 
rising "above" their class as they would be in the 
U.S. Literally everyone in Cuba studies.. At the 
inauguration of a new town in the countryside we 
met a peasant woman and her daughter, a sixteen- 
year-old chemistry teacher. The older people study 
too -- workers who were illiterate before the Rev- 
olution reach six-grade or even secondary-school 
graduate level through adult education. 

The effects of this study are reflected in 
work The youth are mechanizing the jobs of their 
parents out of existence^ In five or ten years 
there will be no canecutters, only machine operators 
and technicians. More and more frequently, new 
automatic milking stations open — the people who 
used to milk the cows become inseminators, or some 
other kind of worker involved in producing new cows 
through new techniques 

IVhat is more, students do not form an elite 
group, shut off from the people who work, as they do 
in the U.S. As long as there is manual labor in 
agriculture, it will be shared by students, tech- 
nicians, planners, everyonCo Lazara has worked in 
ten harvests, Hugo in eight, Pedro in five, Alberto 
thinks the volunteer work he did planting eucalyptus 
trees was even harder than cane-cutting, "It wasn*t 
planting the trees that was so hard it was dig- 
ging the holes " 

Voluntary labor aside, sudents work while they 
study, workers study while they work. IVhen Alberto 
went back to school he didn*t stop teaching. "We 
need secondary school teachers But we can work as 
teachers and go to school at the same time. I was 
doing that thing until I came here. Now i will 
start working in the design studio, making posters 
for cultural activities, at the same time as I study 
culture " 

Juan went to work at 17, repairing adding mach- 
ines for a newly nationalized firm, At the same 
time, he studied, reaching a university level in 
s t at istics , philosophy, and other subj ects, though 
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he had never formally graduated from high school. 

By tlie time he had become a Young Communist and 
learned to tell the difference between socialism 
and capitalism, he was ready to go to work as a 
translator and guide, explaining socialist Cuba to 
Northamerican visitors. Next year he will take 
political science courses in the university, while 
continuing to work as a guide. And he still fixes 
the adding machine at our camp. 

Raul began studying radios in the army, j;ust 
like the ads in the States promise. Only in Cuba 
he really learned in the army, and when he got out 
he was paid to go to school to learn more; while 
he studied in civilian school he began working at 
his present job, which needed to be filled. 

Pedro drives a truck for eight hours during the 
day and studies for three hours at night. In 1972, 
he will go to the university to study medicine, 

IVhen he becomes a doctor, he will make the same 
salary as truckdrivers . Like all doctors, he will 
spend his first two years in the countryside- 

At the same time as work and study, the gunc 
Lazara served in the aarmy for three years, Juan for 
one, Raul for three. All the younger members are 
or were in the militia, where they receive training 
and weapons, and are activated in times of emergency 
or for guard duty in their local area. 

The New Man 

Political development is part and parcel of 
this process of life and work. When the Cubans 
speak of political development, they are not talking 
only about ’ learning to support a socialist economy 
or to oppose imperialism. As Lazara explained, 
that came automatically. Pedro says, "I always 
supported the Revolutionary laws as they were created, 
and my father taught me to understso^ --them, so there 
was nothing complicated about becoming a socialist." 

He also saw that the bourgeoisie and the American 
corporations did not support the laws, which dimin- 
ished their profits. Fidel came and visited his 
school when he was eleven, and later his workplace, 
to discuss the Revolution.. "He is always going 
around and holding conversations just like he does 
here. " 

Political development means something more. 
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Pedro's perpetual smile becomes serious, as he ex- 
plains, "The most important thing is that during 
my work in the Revolution, the Revolution has been 
building me as a new man, taking our capitalist ways 
of acting and building communist ones Hugo, the 
oldest, describes this as "fighting inside myself 
against the old ways of thinking." To become a 
Young Communist or Party member one must of course 
meet certain ideological standards But primarily, 
the members of our brigade were nominated by their 
fellow workers to the Young Communists, and chosen 
by Young Communist officials to come to the Vence- 
remos Brigade camp, on the basis of the way they 
work.. A communist defines himself by working and 
acting for the collective good,. 

An example is Raul’s attitude toward the har- 
vest. "Naturally I am nostalgic for home^ I am 
used to going home after work and playing with my 
children and all that. But this work is for the 
Revolution, which means it is for my children at 
the same time -- to get for them and everyone in the 
Revolution all the things they need. The main thing 
I have had to learn in the Revolution is to live in 
collectivity and comradeship. Something that helped 
me very much was the scholarship school, where 1 had 
to live with others, and being in the literacy cam- 
paign, and work like that. " 

Likewise, individuals do not dominate each 
other. After the harvest, Pedro will get married. 
His fiancee is 24, and also a Young Communist- 
Though the wives of manyof the older men in the 
camp do not work, Pedro says^. "My fiancee studies 
French, and she will continue to study after we 
get married. IVlien she finishes, maybe she will work 
as a translator, maybe s'he will study something 
else. That is her business I don’t decide what 
she does" 

Fidel describes the political nrocess in Cuba 
as "simultaneous construction of socialism and com^ 
munism." The new ways of acting and reacting- -what 
Che labelled "the new mar" must be built simul- 
taneously with the new technology and economic 
structures Othenvise_, in Cuba, neither will suc- 
ceed. The aim, according to Fidel, is ”to create 
wealth through social awareness and not the other 
way around." In 1970, 'The Year of the len Millio ns 


the 7 men and one woman in our Brigade leave us 
with no doubt that they are developing the social 
awareness , and that they will create that wealth,. 

anti-war group aids families of PILOTS 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNSV-- A group of anti-war activists 
IS currently helping U-S. servicemen held in North 
Vietnam to communicate with their families- Letters 
from 79 pilots, shot down over North Vietnam dur- 
ing the war and held in prisons there, have re- 
cently been received by the group, which is called 
the Committee of Liason with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam. 

Thirty-one of the letters are from pilots who 
have not previously been heard from, according to 
an announcement by Cora Weiss, co-chairwoman of 
the group and a veteran peace activist. The Liason 
Committee has already forwarded 266 letters from 
U.S military men in North Vietnam to their families. 
The postmaster General of Hanoi says more letters 
are en route 

Bombs dropped by American pilots have fallen 
all over North Vietnam-- on rice fields, on schools 
and hospitals, on churches, on towns and villages, 
on people,. Some of the planes bearing those bombs 
have been shot down, and some of the pilots inside 
them-- young American men-- are now in the custody 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 

The Vietnamese say they are war criminals to be 
judged in accordance with Vietnamese law The LHS, 
government calls them prisoners of war in order to 
complain about the violation of certain "internation- 
al norms " 

The government of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam chose to work with the anti-war Liason Com- 
mittee because it believes that the families of 
the pilots should join the anti-war movement. The 
success of the movement is the first step toward 
the release of the pilots, say the Vietnamese, 

- 30-- 
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END THE WAR IN VIETNAM NOW! NOW' NOW' 
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LliFT; Alberto ^ Lasara 

See story, "bight Cubans and How they Work," page 20. 
Credit: Red Star Photo Agency/LNS 

RIGHT: Drawing of Ralph Featherstone 

Credit: The Militant/LNS 








TOP: Carlos 

BOTTOM: Pedro 

See story, "Eight Cubans and How they Work," page 20. 
Credit both photos: Red Star Photo Agency/LNS 
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Left: Cuban Comment on Cane Harvest 

Credit : LNS 


rUght: Credit Ollie llarrington/Daily World/LNS 
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